PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 28 February 1853 y—far. 



“ COPIES of any Correspondence between the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland, or any Committee of the same, or Doctors 
of Divinity of the said Church, and the Irish Government, relative to the 
Endowment of a Presbyterian College, or Theological Professors, 
either in connexion with Queen’s College, or otherwise, or for a Grant of 
any Sum of Money for Buildings; or of any Memorial from the same 
Parties to the Irish Government, or Replies thereto, between the 1st day of 
January 1844 and the 1st day of March 1853 

“And, of any Correspondence between the Lords of the Treasury or Her 
Majesty’s Government and the same Parties, or of any Memorials to Her 
Majesty’s Government, and Replies thereto, on the same subject, between 
the same Dates.” 



LETTER from the Rev. James Morgan, Moderator of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, to the Right Hon. H. Labouchere, Chief 
Secretary for Ireland. 



Sir, Dublin, 16 September 1846. 

In accordance with your direction, the deputation from the Presbyterian 
Church respectfully submit the following statement, in explanation of their appli- 
cation for four additional Professorships, for the instruction of the Assembly’s 
students intended for the sacred ministry. 

They acknowledge with much gratitude, that for many years the Government 
have endowed, and latterly increased the endowment, of four professors ; namely, 
a professor of Biblical Criticism, a professor of Church History, and a junior 
and senior professor of Systematic Theology. 

The labours of these professors are very responsible and weighty, so much so 
that it would be unreasonable, and inconsistent with the interests of the students, 
to impose an additional duty upon them by assigning to them any other branch 
of education. 

The additional classes for which the deputation now seek endowment, are the 
four following : 

1st. A professor of “ New Testament and Ecclesiastical Greek.” It will be 
admitted that candidates for the ministry ought to be thoroughly trained in the 
Greek Testament ; but it is understood there will be no instruction given in it 
m the Queen’s College ; nor on the principles of that college can it be consis- 
tently done. Such a class, therefore, is absolutely necessary to a sound theo- 
logical education in the Assembly’s College. Besides, the Assembly estimate 
very highly the instruction of their students in the Latin and Greek Fathers, 
and it is to the Greek professor this duty would be entrusted. 

In the Belfast Institution, with all its disadvantages, there have been above 
70 students in attendance upon the Greek professor at the same time, while 
many of the Assembly’s students have been driven away to other colleges, so 
that an average attendance of 100 students might be reckoned upon, in a class 
taught by a professor of whom the Assembly approved. 
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2d. A professor of “ Hebrew and other Oriental Languages.” On this subject 
the deputation apprehend they need not say anything. This class can be con- 
ducted to the satisfaction of the Assembly, only by a professor holding its theo- 
logical views; for the Old Testament is the only book that is used in the 
Hebrew Language, and those employed in other languages are intended to cast 
light upon it. 

3d'. A professor of “ Christian Ethics.” This is a branch of moral philosophy 
which cannot be separated from theological questions. Discussions upon Virtue 
the Will, Conscience, the Immortality and Immateriality of the Soul, the Existence 
and Attributes of God, with kindred topics, are introduced in this class ; and it 
has long been subject of observation that the views brought before students in it 
have powerfully influenced the theological sentiments which they have after- 
wards formed. 

4th. A professor of “ Sacred Rhetoric.” It will be the duty of this professor 
to instruct the. students in various departments of education that are calculated 
to influence the efficiency of their future ministry ; such as the correct reading of 
the Scriptures, the peculiar force of the metaphors, and other figures of speech 
employed by the sacred writers, the catechisms of the Church, the books of 
Scripture ; whatever may be necessary to their deportment in the pulpit ; while 
he will also have charge over them as their pastor during the entire course of 
their collegiate education. The deputation attach great importance to this 
Chair. 



( F° r these four Chairs the deputation respectfully seek endowment from 
Government, on the following, among other grounds : 

1st. “The extent of the Presbyterian population in Ireland.” These are esti- 
timated by the deputation to be a million ; so that no less than other denomina- 
tions in the country they are entitled to plead their numbers for the endowment 
of a college for the education of their students. 

2d. “The character of the Presbyterian population.” They are distinguished 
by industry, peaceableness, and integrity ; they are the least expensive portion 
ot the community to the Government. In the prison at Belfast, out of 100 
prisoners only one-third are Presbyterians, while the inhabitants of the district 
out of which they are taken axe generally Presbyterians, other denominations 
being, probably, not more than one-third of the whole population ; on a broader 
scale, while the Presbyterians constitute one-eighth of the population of Ireland, 
the number of Presbyterian convicts has not averaged one-fortieth of the entire 



3d. “The large number of the Assembly’s students.” Last vear amid all the 

nre^ntedTe^ffi ^ T"* ° f ed , llcation ’ the y ^ 211 students who 

at which were approved, besides 

those that did not present certificates, or were not approved. 

of ^ieh^fw “fb test “l b J Polished Minutes of Assembly, a copy 
of wh ch is herewith transmitted (see pages 471-482, marked XX)! Were 

slTnl%3 

t ° f Chairs sought by the Assembly would 

be small, compared with the good likely to be accomplished.” 

The professorships already endowed cost the Government 1 000 l a year and 
a similar sum is all that is now sought for the four additional Chairs. 1 ’ 

hh d V ™ d q " esti ? n , of education in the Assembly would thus 

siA erf o 'the N e 1 0f ‘ he wi ‘h the Government on the 

subject of the National Board, there has been unbroken harmony and education 

he $ « tbe C0u . nh 7 > and if ^ Government now concede 

the request of the Assembly for ministerial education, as they did then for 
general education similar happy results will Mow, in the harmony of the con- 

^ settlement 

com^ei^he°mtiK < coi^^(rf^^^a^te , ^ucatioih^xtm^g d ovei^a S periodof 
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six years, by supplementing it from any other literary institutions of which the 
Assembly may approve ; and they have already expressed a hope that Queen’s 
College may be made suitable for this purpose. 

Trusting that Government will favour the deputation with an early and favour- 
able reply to this communication, 

I have, &c. 

(signed) James Morgan, 

Moderator, General Assembly. 



LETTER from the Right Hon. H. Labouchere to the Rev. James Morgan. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 6 November 1846. 

The Government have taken into their consideration the memorial which was 
lately transmitted to me upon the subject of the payment of additional theo- 
logical professors, for the instruction of the Divinity students from the General 
Assembly. 

I have great satisfaction in being able to inform you that it is our intention to 
recommend to Parliament to provide salaries upon the Estimates of next year, 
for the four additional Chairs which the Assembly have stated to be required to 
complete the system of theological education which is already afforded to their 
students. 

I think it, however, right to add that this decision will not affect the previous 
arrangement which had been made with regard to the abolition of the grant to 
the second professorship of Divinity, upon the occurrence of a vacancy. 

I will also suggest that it may not be expedient to appoint the new professors 
until the vote for their salaries shall have received the sanction of Parliament. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) H. Labouchere. 



LETTER from the Rev. James Morgan to the Right Hon. H. Labouchere. 

Sir, _ Belfast, 7 November 1846. 

•I have this day had the honour to receive your welcome letter, announcing 
that the Government would recommend to Parliament the endowment of four 
additional professors, for the theologcial education of the students of the Presby- 
terian Church in Ireland. When this communication is laid before the Assembly, 
I have no doubt it will be received with the most lively gratitude to yourself and 
to the other Members of Her Majesty’s Government. I suppose it may be 
assumed that the salaries of the new professors will be the same as those 
already paid by Parliament (say 250 1 . a year) for each. Might I also take the 
liberty of suggesting that, when these endowments are asked from Parliament, 
they should not be sought for in connexion with the Belfast Institution, but 
simply as designed for the benefit of the Assembly’s students. I observed that 
when the increased endowments were given to the four existing professors, the 
only objection expressed was that they were given in connexion with an institu- 
tion which was about to be. supplanted by Queen’s College. Might it not be 
well to have the whole of the endowments placed on the footing of an endow- 
ment by Government, to aid the Assembly in the theological training of its 
students. I cannot conclude without expressing the deep sense which I enter- 
tain of your own and the Government’s great condescension and kindness in the 
whole of the present negotiation. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) James Morgan , 

Moderator, General Assembly, 
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LETTER from the Right Hon. II. Labouchere to J. Parker , Esq., 
Secretary, Treasury. 



Sir > Dublin Castle, 30 November 184G. 

The period having arrived for the preparation of the Irish Miscellaneous 
Estimates, I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords 
of the Treasury, that some months ago a deputation from the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland waited upon several Members of Her 
Majesty’s Government respecting a grant of money to erect a college, besides an 
increase to the grant already voted to defray the salaries of theological profes- 
sors at Belfast, connected with the General Assembly ; and shortly after my 
arrival in Ireland the deputation, according to a suggestion made to them in 
London, brought to me a lengthened statement of their case, to which I have 
now given the fullest consideration. 

It appears that the Belfast Academical Institution received, in the year 1814 
a Parliamentary Grant, to defray the salaries of professors of Classics, Science' 
and Philosophy, in order to provide a collegiate education, particularly for 
students intended for the Presbyterian Ministry in Ireland. There were at that 
feme two separate Presbyterian sects, called the Synod of Ulster and the Seceding 
Synod, each of which had a Divinity professor, for the instruction of the students 
of their respective bodies, and salaries to those professors were also granted as 
wed as to the other professors in the institution; these two synods having 
muted m 1841, under the name of the General Assembly, the two Divinity 
classes also united under the joint charge of both professors, whose salaries are 
to continue during their incumbency; but on a vacancy taking place, only one 
lhwrnty professor is to be provided for by Parliament, agreeably to the Treasury 
Letter of the 15th December 1843. J 

111 the year 1838 Parliament granted a salary to a professor of Ecclesiastical 
History and in 1844 to a professor of Biblical Criticism ; and the salaries of these 
two professors, as well as of the two Divinity professors, were, in the estimates 
ot the current year, raised to 250 1 each. 

The demands made by the deputation of the General Assembly were two-fold : 
hrst, they asked for the assistance of the State to erect a college of their own in 
Belfast ; and, secondly, they applied for the establishment of four additional 
fSK to complete the system of theological instruction for the students in 
Parliament 16 pnnraple ° f affordln g which had repeatedly received the sanction of 

’“ftorfOiem that Parliament, having already sanc- 
S tb * Belfast of one of the Queen's colleges, in which a most 

fteshieZ, ° f S ll CUlar t ei T ton W0Uld be P rovIded tor tlie youth of the 
W f 7 t “S er P«™tons, I could not recommend that a 
grant should be made for building a Presbyterian college. 

But, with regard to the second point, I am prepared to recommend to the 
favouraUe consideration of the Lords of the Treasury the propriety of proposing 

ess^ o^fcl™ mCreaS f ‘°. piOVidc fOT a P»®-* Greek, l pro* 

ssor of Hebrew, a professor of Christian Ethics, and a professor of Sacred 

SseSit eh tbe B £*f° l !“*■ thro ™£’ however, Cn ae S 
h J n: • -f y b " ddi “S a which may he necessary as 
comnlete mm-sp nf ti lvlm ty students, whereby the same opportunity of a 
complete course of theological instruction will be triven tn tlip TlJvinitv 

“° f lnd P to ei S yteriani V* 3 Ire J an 1 d ^ ich is affordedto Roman-catholics at 
Mammoth, and to the members of the Church of England in Trinity College, 

fTplT 8 ’ 1 ^ ^ h6ir Lordshi P s be ***** to approve 
bare 0 rern'ie-fp^l ” P[ ; ofessorsbi P s 5 and as the General Assembly 

liai e requeated that their four existing professorhips should not in future be 

have whohv f the BeM 5? Academical Institution (from which they 

I have further to state, that a body of Presbyterians in Ireland difleringin 
a " d fi ed tbe N»n-Subscribing AsLiatL, 

eta inT ^ P rofesso , K r of "ho are accommodated with 

class-rooms in the Belfast Academical Institution, but no salary has been yet 

voted 
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voted towards their support. As the Presbyterian ministers of that denomination, 
however, share in the grant for non-conforming ministers of the General 
Assembly, and a deputation from this body having brought the subject very fully 
under my notice, I consider that with reference to all the circumstances of the 
case, salaries of 150/. each should be placed on the estimate of the Belfast Aca- 
demical Institution for the two professors alluded to ; one of them, the Rev. Dr. 
Montgomery, was remunerated for his professional services by an addition on 
the estimates of the current year of 100/. to his salary as agent for payment of 
the Royal bounty to the ministers of his denomination ; but I have intimated to 
him the discontinuance of that addition should the proposed salaries of 150 /. 
each be authorised by Parliament. 

I have every reason to believe that these arrangements will be perfectly satis- 
factory to the respectable and numerous body of Her Majesty’s subjects in 
Ireland, whom they principally affect ; and I trust that their Lordships will agree 
with me that the importance of the objects which they are calculated to promote 
quite outweighs the comparatively small increase of expense which they will 
occasion. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) H. Labouchere. 



LETTER from the Rev. James Morgan to the Right Hon. //. Labouchere. 

Sir, Belfast, 18 December 1846. 

On the 7th of last month I had the honour to acknowlege your letter 
announcing that the Government had granted to the General Assembly four 
additional professorships for the education of candidates for the holy ministry. 
Yesterday 1 had an opportunity at a meeting of the Assembly’s college com- 
mittee to lay your letter before them, and a copy of my reply ; and I have been 
instructed to express their concurrence in the views contained in my reply, and 
to convey to you and the other Members of Her Majesty’s Government, the 
warmest thanks of the committee for your compliance with the prayer of the 
Assembly’s memorial. At the same time, they desire me to call your attention 
to some suggestions which I took the liberty to make in my reply, and in which 
also they accord. These are two ; namely, our desire that the grants for all the 
professorships should be made directly to the Assembly, and not through any 
other party, such as the Belfast Institution ; and our assumption that the same 
salary shall be granted to each of the new Chairs as to those already endowed, 
say 250 Z. a year. 

I am further instructed to say, that the committee took into consideration 
your suggestion that it might be expedient to defer the appointment of the pro- 
fessors until the grant had been sanctioned by Parliament ; and they have 
resolved to act on that suggestion. It is, however, our desire to have all these 
classes in active operation on the 1st of November next, and we are anxious, as 
soon as possible, to make arrangements for the election of professors, and the 
effective performance of their duties, could you therefore give me any infor- 
mation respecting the time when we might hope to be in circumstances to make 
such arrangements ; if you can do so, it would greatly facilitate our preparations, 
winch we are anxious to make so carefully and timeously as to avoid any hasty 
or unsuitable appointments. We know how much depends on properly qualified 
professors, and wish to use the utmost circumspection in their selection ; and the 
earlier we can be favoured with such information as will justify us in proceeding 
to take steps for the election of professors, the better will we be prepared to turn 
the bounty of Government to the best account. Begging your attention to this 
inquiry, and again thanking you in the name of the Assembly’s committee, 

I have, &c. 

(signed) James Morgan, 

Mod. Gen. Ass. 
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LETTER from the Right Hon. H. Labowchere to the Rev. James Morgan . 

Dublin Castle, 26 December 1846. 

In reply to your letter of the 18th instant, .inquiring the time when the esti- 
mates of the salaries for the theological professors of the General Assembly may 
be voted, I have the honour to state, that I cannot undertake to say at what 
time these estimates will be submitted to Parliament for its decision, but the 
votes m question are generally come to about the middle of the Session. 

I have, &e. 

(signed) H. Labouchere . 



LETTER from the Rev. Wm. McClure, Moderator of the General Assembly to 
the Right Hon. Sir William Somerville. 

Q . Imperial Hotel, Sackville-street, Dublin, 

T hir ’ 28 September 1847. 

I have the honour to transmit to you, for the information of his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, the following list of appointments made by the General 
Pa S rhamL°— h<i Fiesbyterian Churoh “ Ireland to the Chairs lately endowed by 



Edward Masson, late Attorney-general in Greece 
Rev. James Murphy, l.l.d., t.c.d. - 
Rev. William Gibson - 
Rev. Henry Cooke, d.d., l.l.d. _ 



- Biblical Greek. 

- Hebrew. 

- Ethics. 

- Sacred Rhetoric. 



St4t“inist^. f0r " ld C ° mplEtinS the educati0n of 

I have, &c. 

(signed) William M ( Clurc, 
Moderator of the General Assembly. 

a P ' S CT^ ? suhs I . e[ ) ueIlt sederunt the theological professors were formed bv the 
Assembly mto a faculty, of which Dr. Cooke was appointed p re Sent 1 Dr 
Edgar, vice-president, and the Rev. Robert WUson, secretary. P ' 



LETTER from Sir William Somerville to the Moderator of the General 
Assembly. 

td^Tans^W ^ LS^ttaMth 

grateful and acceptable to the Presbyteriaii body 0 ** ^ Parhameilt has P r0Ted 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Wm. Somerville. 



COPIES 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE AND THEOLOGICAL PROFESSORS. 



7 



COPIES of the Correspondence between the Lords of the Treasury or 
Her Majesty’s Government, and the Members of the Presbyterian Church 
in Ireland , or of any Memorials to Her Majesty’s Government, and Replies 
thereto, on the subject of the Endowment of a Presbyterian College, or 
otherwise ; or for a Grant of Public Money for Buildings, between the 
1st January 1844 and 1st March 1853. 



TO the Right Honourable the Earl of Derby. 

The memorial of the Committee of the Irish Presbyterian Church, appointed 
to solicit aid from Her Majesty’s Government, in erecting a building for their 
theological classes in Belfast, showeth, 

That till the establishment of the Queen’s Colleges in Ireland, a grant was 
made annually by Parliament to the Belfast Academical Institution, and when 
its accommodation became insufficient, 2,000 1. were voted for its enlargement, 
chiefly on the ground of its educating, in the undergraduate course, candidates 
for the Presbyterian ministry, and affording accommodation for theological 
classes. 

That on the establishment of the Queen’s Colleges, Sir Robert Peel’s Govern- 
ment granted to the theological professors of the Presbyterian Church the same 
amount of salary as had been fixed for those of the Queen’s Colleges. Lord 
John Russell’s Government afterwards endowed four new Chairs, thus making a 
full theological curriculum, without interfering with the Government system of 
united education; and Sir Robert Peel, with the concurrence of Sir James 
Graham, assured a deputation from the Presbyterian Church, that as the Pres- 
byterian professors and students were the only party likely to suffer by the 
erection of the Queen’s Colleges, they might certainly expect that either in 
Queen’s College, Belfast, or in a building contiguous, accommodation would be 
given to the theological classes. 

That when the Belfast Institution was superseded by Queen’s College, the 
Presbyterian theological classes were excluded from tbc buildings to which 
Presbyterians had largely contributed ; and the Government School of Design 
occupies the class-rooms which they had long enjoyed : yet no application was 
made for the fulfilment of the promise of Sir Robert Peel, because it was 
hoped that a bequest, made to the Presbyterian Church, would be available for 
the erection of suitable buildings. 

That this hope is now entirely cut off ; the trustees of that bequest, according 
to powers vested in them, as appears from the Report of a Master in Chancery, 
having resolved to establish in Derry a college avowedly in opposition to Queen’s 
College, Belfast, though the Presbyterian General Assembly have repeatedly 
expressed their judgment that Belfast is the suitable and proper place for the 
lectures of their theological professors, and have resolved to encourage united 
education in literature and science by authorizing their students to attend the 
Queen’s Colleges, in consequence of which, the great majority of the students 
of Queen’s College, Belfast, are Presbyterian. 

That the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland having 
been thus deprived of the means of erecting suitable buildings, having raised, 
under very adverse circumstances, 3,500 1, haring purchased an eligible site in 
the vicinity of Queen’s College, Belfast ; having contracted for the erection of 
buildings (a plan of which is herewith submitted), their committee humbly pray 
Her Majesty’s Government to grant them such a sum for class-rooms, library, 
president’s house, and similar objects, as shall be worthy of a great national 
cause, and a generous paternal Government. 

(signed) H. Cooke , d.d., ll.d., President. 

Robert Wilson, D.D., Secretary. 

Belfast, John Edgar, d.d., Vice-President. 

21 April 185 2. 
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COPY of ii Letter from the Rev. Dr. Wilttm to the Rev. Dr. Cooke. 

My dear Sir, Belfast, 10 April 1852. 

Understanding that the Earl of Derby has inquired for any documentary 
evidence of the intention of Sir Robert Peel to provide buildings for the accom- 
modation of the General Assembly’s theological classes, and having been con- 
cerned in nearly all our negotiations upon this subject with Her Majesty’s 
Government in the year 1845, I think my recollections, so far at least as they 
are sustained by public acts, and by collateral testimony, may assist in com- 
mending to Ins Lordship’s favourable notice our church’s present application 
In 1845, the entire arrangement between the Assembly and Her Majesty’s 
Government was conducted by deputations, and in no instance did we receive 
a solitary official document apprising us of the kind intentions of Ministers. 
W hen increase of endowment to our theological professors was granted to the 
hill extent of our application, we had simply the verbal statement of Sir 
offhf f ee \.™ ade t0 *97 {‘ iend Dr- Edgar and myself ; and thus that branch 
Estimates^° tiatl0n W&S ^ na ^ lssued > and increase immediately put into the 

My testimony on this point is supported by the statement of Sir James 

^ l l0ase of Commo ™ “ May evening 
the 17th July 1846, and reported m the “ Times " of the following morning 
In reply to the application of an honourable Member for documents explanatory 
of the increased endo wment which the House was called to vote. Sir James 

She C r„ve W “ S f n0t SUre , wh f ler ‘here was any official correspondence, 
but the late Government received a deputation from the Synod of Ulster ” 

in tl!* T !“ di * cul ‘y as to this vote, as there were no papers 

should th“ f he '’ 0te rece , 1Ted the support of the late Government, and he 
should therefore support it on the present occasion.” 

Ihese statements sufficiently attest the absence of official documents in 
STn the Assembly's theological professor- 
cLse exmnd S reqmSlt ? buddmg5 for the accommodation of the 
rl wwi the same negotiations, we were left equally without docu- 
ments in that branch of our church's application to Government. 

J*' p , r0 v 1 ? T de *!! 0 ™ de P utati °n by Sir Robert Peel, of which I retain 

’ *" - »■ “i~i, 

alone, riTiSt? making provision for united education 

mothwhe b 7 his P">- 

“are the only denomination who woSiisWn 4 - Pres hyterians,'' said lie, 
on their behalf, I am prepared to ^ WOTe “° ““P 41 ™ mad e 

meat and accommodation^ Iheir ^ dau !! 8 *? continued endow- 
endowments were ™ ‘4 °£ ^ ^ this ground our 

CoUeges ; and had not the bequest of Mrs Magee for the f ^ 

college in connexion wifh flip Acer, «' 7 ia S ee tor the erection of a Presbyterian 

object so generously placed before ufby ^TobertTri “iT h pr -?e ° Uti ? g tbe 
classes m theology, I feel convinced would kft P *’ ‘A® , bm ldings for our 
with those for the Queen’s CoUege Belfast Tbofb TZ* Slmultane0u sly 
be appropriated, in accordance with' the renort of n’K*' ■ h °n,? , ' er ’ 18 now 
founding of a rival institution in Derry M t J? ““TS 7 ’ t0 tbe 

decisions of the General Assembly J * y to the solemn and repeated 

an^^rwffi fdoXnoT Z with Government in 1845, 

was present at most of the interviews, “d" whored" £ 

accommodation 
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accommodation for our theological classes within the walls of Queen's College 
Belfast. Sir Robert Peel seemedmore partial to the plan of a separate buildirc' 
for our accommodation, and this view was eventually deemed preferable bv all 
parties. 1 shall merely add, that the success of our present negotiations, which 
1 trust and believe is not problematical, will simply realize the libera] intentions 
of Sir Robert Peel towards the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. 

I am, &c. 

signed) Robert JEihon. 



Copy of a LETTER from the Rev. Dr. Edgar to the Rev. Dr. Cooke. 

My dear Doctor, University Square, (i April 1852. 

In reference to the promise of Sir Robert Peel’s Government, which you and 

I referred to in our communication with Government, the facts are these : 

In the last interview which our deputation on college affairs had with Sir 
Robert, he asked me “ What salary the professors of Queen's College would 
have?” I said, “250 IJ “Youthen,” said he, meaning the Presbyterian pro- 
fessors, “ shall have the same.” Again lie asked, “ What would you suggest as 
to the accommodation for your classes ? ” “I would advise,” I replied, “ that 
the Presbyterian Divinity classes should not meet in Queens College, hut 
be accommodated under a separate roof.” “ Well, well,” said he, “ there is no 
use in parcelling out class-rooms which are ‘not yet in being ; but of this I assure 
you, that either in Queen’s College, or in a separate building contiguous, you 
shall have accommodation for your classes.” 

I am, &c. 

(signed) John Edgar. 



Copy of a LETTER from Sir James Graham to the Rev. Dr. Cooke. 

My dear Sir, _• 46, Grosvenor-place, 3 May 1852. 

I have been detained in the country by illness until within the last few days, 
and I am still so unwell as to be unable to have the pleasure of receiving you ; 
you will therefore excuse the unavoidable delay in answering your letter. I 
return the two enclosures. I cannot say positively that 1 can vouch for the 
accuracy of the details of the conversations to which they refer, but I have no 
reason to doubt their accuracy, and I shall gladly support the vote for the theolo- 
gical school adjacent to the Queen’s College at Belfast, if the Government think 
fit to propose it to Parliament. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) J. R. G. Graham. 



Copy of Treasury Minute ; dated 22 June 1852. 

Read memorial of the committee of the Irish Presbyterian Church, addressed 
to the Earl of Derby. Read also letter of Rev. Dr. Wilson to Rev. Dr. Cooke, 
dated 10 April 1852. Letter of Rev. Dr. Edgar, dated 25 April 1852; and 
letter of the Right honourable Sir James Graham to the Rev. Dr. Cooke, dated 
» May, which are attached to the memorial. My Lords having fully considered 
the circumstances of the case, are pleased to direct that the memorialists be 
informed that the Estimates for the services of the year having been prepared 
and presented before the application of the memorialists was received, my Lords 
cannot now entertain such an application with a view of proposing any vote in 
the House of Commons during the present Session. Without, however, inti- 
mating at present any opinion as to the claim founded upon the promise of Sir 
Robert Peel, my Lords are pleased to state, that on a future occasion they will 
be willing to consider the application. 
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Sir, 
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10 CORRESPONDENCE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE, IRELAND. 



Copy of a LETTER from Lord Naas to G. A. Hamilton , Esq. 

Dublin Castle, 22 October 1 852 

I am directed by the Lord lieutenant to transmit to you the enclosed 
memorial from the “ Presbyterian Synod of Ireland, distinguished by the name 
ol Seceders," praying that a salary for their professor in Divinity may be made 
an item in the Estimates to be laid before Parliament for the year 1853-54 and 
to request that you will submit the same for the consideration of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) Naas, 



Enclosure in Lord Naas’ Letter of 22 October 1852. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Presbyterian Synod of Ireland, distinguished by the 
name of Seceders, humbly showeth, guisneu Dy 

That memorialists comprise that portion of the Seceding Synod which did not 
\ 184 °> but the original 

fepaSody m ’ “ d haTe sillce a distinct and 

feeling manifesting itself in toe^l^stia^conmuMon n in ^eh^fa^iur 6 and*the 

ne ssity of providing theological instructions for their canSdates for toe 
ministry, m whose nnquestioned soundness of the faith both they nurl toe 

sSSSSSS»is=a«*a=sa 

And memorialists will ever pray, &c. 



Signed by order of Synod, 



Clare, 19 October 1852. 



George M‘ Mahon, 

Moderator. 



COPY of Treasury Minute; dated 4 February 1853. 

that my Lords havmg S Sy^mi f dmd^^ 0I ™ a,i0 ”i 0 *i hli Lord Lieutenant, 
Synod of Ulster, distinguished by the namp from the Presbyterian 

for their professor of Divinity may be miT of Seceders, praying that a salary 
before Parliament for the year l r . 4 r . aB , Estimate to be laid 

disposal for that purpose, SnySSf that “ fund at their 

for which they c^ropie a » **<* 

Whitehall, Treasury Chambers, 

22 April 1853. JAMES WILSON. 
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Under 2 oz . 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (IRELAND). 



